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The All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on Outdoor Recreation and Access to Nature met in October to discuss ongoing efforts to improve public access to the outdoors.

‘Outdoors for All’ inquiry report – feedback and next steps
Members and stakeholders welcomed the positive response to the APPG’s recent inquiry report, which set out an ambitious vision for improving access to nature in England. Discussions focused on how to maintain momentum and continue raising the profile of access issues within government and beyond. 

Access and planning
The group discussed opportunities to ensure that planning and infrastructure decisions protect and enhance public access to green and blue spaces, particularly in urban areas and communities that currently have limited access to nature. There was a shared commitment to promoting approaches that integrate nature, health, and access.

Water reform - access opportunities
Members explored how forthcoming water sector reforms could strengthen existing commitments to public access and recreation on and around water. The discussion highlighted the importance of ensuring that outdoor recreation is recognised as part of responsible water and land management.

Health and Nature
The meeting received an update from the Health Equals campaign. The discussion recognised the growing body of evidence linking nature connection with improved physical and mental health, and the importance of ensuring everyone can benefit from access to outdoor spaces.

Future Events and Topics
Looking ahead, members expressed interest in organising visits and discussions that explore both urban and rural access. Possible themes for future sessions include health and wellbeing, barriers to access, outdoor learning for children, and the value of outdoor recreation to local economies.

Upcoming Dates

25 November 2025 – Parliamentary drop-in briefing for MPs (Portcullis House, 10am–12pm).

29 November 2025 – Event at Hebden Bridge marking the 25th anniversary of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act.



