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The All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on Outdoor Recreation and Access to Nature met in January to discuss ongoing efforts to improve public access to the outdoors.

Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM)
MPs attending:  Andy MacNae MP, Tim Farron MP, Jim Dixon MP, Alex Sobel MP, Richard Quigley MP, Phil Brickell MP, Jonathan Brash MP, Rachel Taylor MP, Baroness Sater; Samantha Nisbett MP

Following the retirement of Lord Hodgson, Baroness Evans of Bowes Park was duly elected as Vice Chair of the APPG.

Ordinary Meeting 
APPG for Outdoor Recreation and Access to Nature, APPG for Sport and APPG for Swimming 
Also in attendance: Baroness Hayman, Minister at the Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs 

Launch of the Sport and Recreation Alliance Reconomics 3.0 report 
The Reconomics 3.0 report was commissioned by the members of the Sport and Recreation Alliance's Water Recreation and Outdoor Pursuits divisions and was produced in partnership with Leeds Beckett University. This report builds on the Reconomics report, launched in 2014, as well as Reconomics Plus, which was launched in 2017. Over the previous eight years, there have been numerous changes to the sector, including greater demand for outdoor space, increasing costs and the impacts of climate change, that have necessitated an update to the previous reports.

Reconomics 3.0 makes a clear case for outdoor recreation as an accessible and effective solution to many of the major challenges in public health, environmental sustainability, and social cohesion that we are currently facing.  The headline findings from Reconomics 3.0 include:

· 34 million people use outdoor recreation as part of their blend of activities, including 1.9 million children (3.1 million more people than were participating 10 years ago).
· Outdoor recreation is increasingly diverse – on average, there has been 22% growth in participation across ethnic minority groups, compared to 10 years ago.
· 1 million jobs are generated by outdoor recreation, with the total value to the UK economy sitting at £22 billion.
· Outdoor recreation has a huge social value, worth £46.8 billion, and produces savings to the NHS of over £5 billion.
· The report also highlights a number of case studies that illustrate these findings in the real world, featuring several of the Alliance’s Outdoor Recreation Division.

Reflections & feedback from launch of report 
There is a broadening coalition of APPG groups (sports / health / outdoor recreation etc.) who can now articulate the value of outdoor recreation and help translate this into genuine policy. Access legislation in particular will be a crucial part in helping more people get active and lead healthier lives.  The EIP sets out some clear objectives to support this but delivering these will require significant policy and legislative changes.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Members and stakeholders recognised that prioritising the Green Paper would enable the Government to clearly identify legislative changes which would improve access to nature.  
· Baroness Hayman assured members and stakeholders that she hoped work on the Green Paper would start in June, and it won’t be left to the end of Parliament so there will be time for primary legislation such as cut-off date for unrecorded ROW. 
· There will be a series of round tables with stakeholders to look at how this will work.
It was reported that work had already been done by outdoor groups in listing opportunities for access improvements that could be implemented quickly and easily (low hanging fruit). 
· Agreed that focus should be placed on discussing these with Baroness Hayman in parallel with pushing for the Green Paper. 
Other key discussion points included:
· The timeline for publishing the Green paper – later in the year 
· The best way for other Government Departments to see the Reconomics report – trying to form a cohort of colleagues from across Government to lead this and work with individual Departments.  
· How we tackle inequality of access and reach those really in need. The EIP for example, will nudge forward access for those who are already active and already engaged. This is a challenge that dominates a lot of sports and outdoor organisations and it does require more intervention. Those with the least capacity to advocate are those with the greatest need for access to nature.  
· Lots of missed opportunities to join up cross departmental work and tackle this. For example; those actions in the EIP to improve schools and look at curriculum opportunities to increase time in nature and physical activity (DofE); green social prescribing as a means of getting into these communities (DofH); community cohesion and loneliness (draft Loneliness strategy -MHCLG); Team UP Campaign– power of sport and loneliness (DCMS).  
· Place for NGBs / rep bodies to step up and look at this in a coordinated approach and do more outreach work 
· Recognising where the barriers might lie with local clubs / volunteers. More training / tools for community leaders etc. 
· Baroness Hayman recognised these challenges and is keen that this issue be tabled so everyone genuinely has the same opportunities. 
· Should we be careful re: language – sports, outdoor recreation, physical activity etc. are all difficult to relate to and will be off putting for many. 
· Challenges of getting more schools and children accessing nature – an example of using off peak periods with national coach companies to support schools; work between school partnerships, and an understanding of what’s already being offered across the country.  
· Baroness Hayman would be keen to learn of existing projects / pilot projects that are currently working. 
Next steps
· Letter from APPG Outdoor Recreation and Access to Nature and APPG Sport on the back of the Reconomics Report to send to Ministers and an offer to sit down and meet with them to discuss the findings
· More oral and written questions, and keep putting in for an Adjournment, Westminster or Backbench debate
· APPG to also make sure the EFRA committee are aware of asks to hold an inquiry into EIP and access to nature
· Continue to work collaboratively with other APPGs. E.g. Sport, National Parks, Outdoor Learning, Beyond Pills etc. 
The offer was also made to the Minister that as a collection of outdoor organisations, the Outdoors for All coalition, alongside the APPG for Outdoor Recreation and Access to Nature, are willing to work closely with DEFRA and other Departments to ensure there is a concrete case to present to Treasury for more support in this area. 









Upcoming Dates

APPG Away Day, March 19th - Hosted at Lee Valley WW Centre.
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